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From General Birney
Ed. Qrs. 10 A. C., Oct. 1st, 1864, 7 SO P.M.
Lt. Col. E. W. SMITH, A. A. G. Army of James
COLONEL: General Terry is on his way back. He drove the enemy's skirmishes into their works, found them apparently heavily manned. The expedition on Charles City road advanced also up to the works within two miles of city.
Our casualties will not exceed thirty. The movement created the greatest excitement and movement of troops.
The enemy's pickets were driven in with greatest celerity.
D. B. BERNEY, Maj. Gen.
From General Butler
Hd. Qra. Army James, October 1st, 1864, 8.55 P.M.
LL, Gen'l GBANT, CITY POINT
I HAVE received no official report of the reconnoissance. Lieut. Michie who was with it has returned. General Terry penetrated as far as the entrenchments on the Darbytown Road without opposition. General Kautz crossed the Charles City Road without opposition as far as the line of fortifications, which he found held in considerable force, but not large force of infantry. General Kautz crossed the Charles City Road, and exchanged shots with the enemy at a point in the fortifications where they crossed that road.
General Birney advanced his pickets along the New Market Road and drove their skirmishers into their works, capturing some prisoners who were all of local defence battalions. I have seen one or two of them. All is quiet.
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
Cm* POINT, VA., Oat. 1st, 1864,11 P.M.
I THINK it will be advisable to select a line which can be held with one of your corps as now composed, giving you an outlet at Deep Bottom or Aikens'. The other corps could be kept on the north side as well as elsewhere, but held ready for any emergency. The line now held seems to me would always expose you to a flank or rear attack, and would cause the enemy to prepare so that no surprise on that side could again be made. The strong works about Chapin's farm should be held, or levelled however. Sheridan for want of